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May , 1947 • 

TO: 

TiiE  ja.iYOR,  i-LDEai'.iEiM  ■$:  COUHUlLLOrLS  OF  ThE  BOROLiGH  OF  BRIDGwt^TER, 

Hr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  rrjy  sixth  annual  Report 
on  the  Health  oE  the  Borough. 

Tills  report  is  at  -present  incomplete  -owing  .to  the  .fact  that 
soiue  figures  essential  ■ lor  the  prepar'citio'n  ol  the  vital  s t..>.tis tics 
are  not  yet  to  hand.  In  order  to  presoxit  tho  report  to  you  Doforc 
1 leave  in  June,  I have  therefore  resorted  to  the  expediency  of 
leaving  blanh  spjacos  which  caii  be  completed  at  a later  date. 

I v.dsh  to  ezx.'ress  my  sincere  l hanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  tho  Hoaleh  Committee,  and  to  all  members  of  the 
Council's-  se&ff  for  Lfmir  assistance  ana  cooperation  during  my 

SX^-  ^GGt2?S  iJTl  iD27i v/ cv  0 o 1'  • 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gen tl mien 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.H.  FRIHGLE. 


U) 
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ST^.rISTIUS  FOR  THE  YS^.R  1946 . 


.s.rea  (acres)  1^893 
Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate)  -PCplSO 
No.  of  inleabitcd  houses  on  31st  Dcct;mboru  • 19  rb  -3,307 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1946  £128', 44G 
Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  on 

31st  dec  ember,  1946  £ 516 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

214 

188 

402 

Illegitimate 

-21 

_JJ. 

40 

442 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population 

21.90 

otillBirohs  ...  ...  ...  •..  ...  ...  7 

Still  birtd  rate  per  1,000  tot^l  (live  & still  birthsl3.59 

Death  R^te  r T-  - 1 number  of  deaths  26l 

Rate  per  1,000  '.)x  the  estimated  resident  population  12,93 

Fuerperal  Deaths 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000 

births 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  - “ 

From  other  maternal  causes  - - 

Inf'antile  Iviortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Legit ima  te...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Illegitimate  . ...  ,...  ...  1 

11 


Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Pnte  for  all  legitimate  infants  p^r  1,000  legitimate 


live  births  24.87 

Rate  for  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  27. 00 

Other  Deaths 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages ) 37 

Deaths  from  IvLasles  (all  ages)  ..  ...  ...  0 

Dea.ths  from  vVho oping  Gough  (all  ages)  . ...  1 

D'jaths  from  Diarrhoea  ('under  2 years  of  age)  1 
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C..:.uscjs  or  Death  during  1946. 


Causo  01 

M 

1 

F 

Total 

1 

. . j 

Ii\.  1 Ccb  U.,'  j u s 

126 

133 

] 

261  i 

1 T^’phoid.  bnd  Pcirdt^/’piioici  fevers 

.... 

2,  Ccrobro-spindl  fever 

- 

- 

_ 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— ' 

- 

-• 

4.  V/hooping  Cough 

1 

1 

3 . Dipththeria 

— 

— 

- 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  rcspjrc-tor^  s^st^iu 

5 

9 

14 

7.  Otlier  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8.  Sj'philitic  disoasos 

4 

1 

3 

9.  Influenza 

- 

- 

10.  Measles 

- 

- 

11.  /icuto  Polionw Glitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

- 

_ 

12.  ACute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13-  C Ulcer  of  buccal  cavity,  Oesophagus  6:^  J 

1 

1 

Uterus  (f) 

- 

2 

■ 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

6 

8 

1 y . Ga  nc  o-  r 0 f breast 

- 

3 

5 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

11 

9 

20 

17 • Diabebes 

2 

0 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

17 

29 

19*  Pleart  disease 

3? 

45 

77 

7 

20.  Othv.r  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

0 

1 

2l . Bronenit  j.s 

10 

7 

17 

22 . Pneumoi 

3 

4 

9 

23.  Other  rosp?  ^ory  diseases 

5 

- 

3 

24.  Ulcer  of  st.  ;h  or  deudenum 

4 

— 

•4- 

23.  Diarrhoea  unaer  2 years 

- 

1 

1 

26.  .^ppendic j.tis 

1 

1 

2 

27*  Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

3 1 

6 

28.  Nephritis 

4 

7 : 

11 

■;  29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

— 

— f 

■ 30*  Other  m;i.ternal  causes 

- 

- i 

- 

1 31 • Premature  birth 

1 

- ; 

1 

! )2 . Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries  etc.  4 

r ^ 

3 

9 ! 

1 33*  Suicide 

1 i 

- 

1 ! 

^4.  Road  Traffic  iiccidents  j 

2 ■ 

- 

2 j 

• 33*  Other  violent  causos 

3 1 

1 3b  • •‘■ill  other  causes 

1 

10  i 

1 

8 i 
! 

18  1 

1 

0) 


GEi\i£i'jriL  Pjrw0VIS10i\  OF  hE^-iLTii  SERVICES 

■ Tm  THE 


HT  j 1 ci/i Pc^nf- oiAontj 3 cis  PCfi:u.i'Ci  rios r’i1jc.Ll3  . Cl  ini  oq 

ipeatmcnt  Centpes  and  :;pibulancc  facilities  ire  as  described 
in  tne  Medical  Officer's  Report  for  1944.  a^scpiocd 


PREV.-.LEr'iCS  xd\b  COhTROL  0VE.R  In’FECTlOuS  xi. 

• DISErvSES 


nP  COi'dbiOlQUS 


The  lollovving  table  sets  out  the  Ctises  of  notifiable 
diseases  tJicit  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  1946.  Th^s  table 

tuaking  the  necess^ipy  amendments  to  the  ori^vinal 
notilicati.ins  owing  to  th^  corrections  in  diagnosis  by  either 

prac.itio..ors  or  uho  kcdical  Officers  ct  the  Isolation  hospitals. 


- IS ease 

. Sc.i^rlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  C ough 
Measles'^ 
if-cute  Pneumonia 
Cerebro-spinal  Ft^ver 
x.cuto  Poliorjiy'elitis 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Ixieonatorum 
Dysentery 


Total  ho,  of  CdPf'i.q 

20 

1 

4 

7 

o 


11 

Diphtheric  Iminunis-^tion 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  y;ho 
completed  a course  of  immunisation  during  the  year:- 


iT.ge  under  p years 

1 ■ ■ j 

■ ' 

xfge  9 - 19  years 

Total 

224 

135 

359 

The  u-  st  method  of  protection  is  to  give  each  child  two 
immunising  in^:  .ctions  at  one  year  of  age,  and  a third  reinforcing 
injection  earf;  .i-n  school  life. 

^fprangements  havu  been  mede  in  this  Borough  to  invite  parents 
to  bring  their  children  for  this  reinl'orcing  injection  at  5 years 
of  age,'^and  during  I946  the  mmber  attending  for  this  was  82. 

Supplivjs  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  are  available  at  the  Health 
Departmont  during  ordinary  office  hours,  and  a small  stock  is  hold 
at  Bridgw.ctuP  Police  St.noion  .^nd  is  availablE  at  any  hour. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  47  Ccses  of  respiratory  ane  9 Cast;s  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  during  tin  year.  The  figure 
for  respir-ctory  cases  is  ehree  more  than  in  the  previous  years. 
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r^cabios 


Thv.  lollovving  table  siiows  the  nimbcr  of  cases  treated  at 


Old  Isol.tion  hospital 

during 

the  pe.st 

f j.V'.. 

.years 

l_p_42 

1^44 

lJ^4i 

iviale  adults 

NS 

34 

3^ 

28 

. Female  adults 

128 

n 

122 

98 

96 

Children 

221 

;8b 

^6i 

6ii 

W 

41 6 

2jh. 

It  will  be  observed  th.me  the 

incidcnc 

V-/  i s 

c Oils  id 

erabl. 

thL.ti  in  p:;evious  j/e^rs.  No  changes  ho.ve  bc^n  made  in  tho 
tre-tmcnt  rrangements  but  it  is  irt>'  opinion  trmt  it  would  be  both 
presctical  and  economic  to  c..rr^  out  the  tre...tment  of  both  sc.„bics 
and  verminous  iditions  at  one  centre. 

Verminous  Conditions 


The  Clc-.-nsing  Station  attend^^nces  \vcre  as  follovts:-- 


1 

1 

Number  of 
individuals 

1 

attendances 

adults 

4 

• ^ 

Children  of 
school  age 

1 — 1 

OJ 

' 460 

Children  under 

9 ye..rs  of  age 

^ 7 

13 

Total 

242 

479 

S-t^nlT-i-Rl  u IjrtbUiviS  1 ed'^ui-jS  OF  THiii 


1 . Vvatcr 

Rogu?  r bacteriological  exc-miinations  hc.ove  been  mado-  of  both 
the  raw  w ucr  nd  the  water  going  into  supply. 

Null  detr  -is  of  the  supply  wore  given  in  las-t  year’s  report. 

tn^dic.^1  oxamin-tion  with  the  necessary  pathological 
inves tij^-tions  h^^vc  been  Carried  out  on  Un.  st.^ff  employed  at 
both  w^.ter  undertakings. 

11  . Drain  .p  e anu  S e vVa; e . 

.-V  comprehensive  scheme  involving  the  laying  of  new  sew-ers  and 
the  provision  of  sewago  disposal  works  has  been  prep^^rod  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  but  at  a meeting  with  reprosent-tives 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  it  v/...s  advised  to  limit  the  scheme  at 
present  to  any  urgeiit  work  necessary  tp  remedy  floodinc  ana  to  take 
the  necessary  stwa.s  to  la-rnovw  the  sewer  oui.  -11s  iia-.r  tiic  Town  hricige 

111 . Swimmin;^.  Paths 

as  in  pr-cvious  years  supervision  was  maintained  over  the 
condition  oi  the  v/atwr  in  the  swindling  b .ths. 

lY.  S:.nitar.v  Inspection  of  the  area 

Details  of  this  work  ^re  shown  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  repo 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  S-.-i.i'JHHHH  IhSPECTOR 
^ i;'OR:'ig46- — ^ ^ — : 

TO: 

The  Mciyor,  .-Hderman  t.na  Councillors  oi  th^.  Borougii  of  Eridgwator. 
Mr.  Ma^yor,  L^.dies  --.nd  G-ontlenien, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  Report  for  thG  year 
ending  3lst  December,  194o . Tnis  r eport  is  still  of  necessity 
very  curtaled. 

Complaints  » 

During  the  year  13O  complaints  vvere  received  and  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts,  ana  in  addition  there 
were  80  complaints  of  rat  infestation. 

In  22  cases  Statutory  Hot ices  were  served  but  in  no  instance 
was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  pjroceedings . 

Housing 

147  houses  were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  having  housin^._ 
defects  remedied  whilst  11  houses  were  systematically  inspected."'^ 
under  the  Housing  Regulations.  L Demolition  Order  v/as  made  in 
respect  of  one  of  these  houses,  whilst  an  undertaking  was  given 
that  the  house  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  in  the  case 
of  a second  house. 

There  are  still  a large  number  of  houses  that  are  only  fit 
for  demolition  but  whilst  the  preserit  housing  shortage  is  so  acute 
little  proc. loss  can  be  made  in  dealing  with  the  problem. 

Owdng  to  oD  . shortage  of  labour  and  materials  it  is  still 
difficult  to  so-jure  adequate  repairs,  and  in  most  casos  it  has 
become  impossible  Lo  give  a tiuie  limit  ,in  which  repairs  must  be 
carried  out.  There  was  however  a greater  amount  of  repairs 
completed  as  is  shown  in  the  attached  schedule. 

Overcrowding 

With  the  completion  of'  new  houses  it  'v/as  x-^ossible  to  deal 
with  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  and  21  cases  wore  abated 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  3 during  1943.  Twenty  five 
new  cases  were  investigated  so  that  the  balance  was  still  an 
adverse  one  bui  it  is  hoped  that  during  1947  '*^40  whole  of  the 
loiovn  cases  will  be  aba  ted. 

Verminous  Premises. 

The  numbei  of  houses  found  do  be  verminous  was  8,  a very  big 
decrease  on  the  figure  for  1943 . 

ivioat  and  Foods  . 

Under  the  Government  Scl'mme,  slaughtering  is  carriud  out  at 
Weston-super'-Ivio.re , and  therefore  the  only  meat  inspection  is  that 
of  pigs  for  home  consumption,  casu-lities  and  thu  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  butchers ' shops . 
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lar^je  quantity'  of  oLher  foods  has  beexi  coriaeinned  and 
in  this  cotinection  over  visits  have  been,  paid  to  growers 
and  sirnil.nr  sbops  . The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned 


Mutton 

3!)i 

lbs  . 

Beef 

40 

lbs  . 

Gausa;.  es 

28 

lbs  . 

Offal'’ 

13 

lbs  . 

et  Fish 

4 

cv/t  77 

lbs. 

v./ann:^d  Fish 

232 

Tins 

Canii  . Meat 

176 

Tins 

Gann  ^ Fruit 

43 

Tins 

Canned  Vegetables 

420 

Tins 

Canned  Soup 

63 

Tins 

Caiined  Milk 

293 

Tins 

Fish  and  Meat  Paste 

4 

Jars 

Pickles  aiid  S-uces 

17, 

Jars 

Bacon 

494 

lbs. 

Butter 

68 

lbs  . 

Margarine 

36 

lbs. 

Sugar 

2 

Cwt  - 

lbs'. 

Jam 

TA 

lbs  . 

uriea  Fruie 

6 

Cwt  18 

lbs  . 

Cereals  and  Oatmeal 

13 

lbs . 

Flour 

2 

Cwt  - 

lbs. 

Crumpets 

146 

doz  . 

Biscuits 

I3i 

lbs  . 

Fish  Cakes 

38 

doz . 

Fruit  Pulp 

22  Tons  7 

Cwt 

lbs. 

Other  Foods . 

1 

Cwt  50 

lbs. 

Ihcts  and  kice  Destruction  .vCt. 


The  systematic  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  proceeding 
satisfactcril^  . Tnere  are  two  fully  trained  Ilodent  Operators 
on  the  staff  and  block  control  is  being  carried  out. 

The  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  with  excellent 
results . -irrangements  were  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  Circula:’  N.S.  12. 


SUIviiViaRY . 

laSpectlQAs  made  during  the  year . 


General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply 

30 

Jrafnage 

139 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

2 

houses  let  in  lodging 

— 

Factories 

30 

Public  Conveniences 

7 

Pwats  and  mice 

38 

Shops 

101 

SwiiiW-ing  Baths 

29 

Miscellaneous 

60 
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Ho  US  in.g 


Houses  inspoctecL  under  Public  Health  --^cts 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 
Houses  inspected  under  Housing  .iCts 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 
House  ' inspected  in  connection  v/ith 
ovc:  cr ov/ding 

Visit.,  paid  to  above  houses 
Verminous  . remises  inspected 
Visits  pain  to  the  above  premises 
Miscellaneous 


Infectious  Disease 


Inquiries  in  case  of  infectious  Disease 

Visits  re  disinfection 

Miscellaneous 


Moat  and  Food  Insooction 


Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

■to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

to 

Visits 

in 

Misce.!.; 

Ian- 

Dsives 

Visits 

in 

Visits 

in 

Slaught e rhous  e s 
Shops  and  Stalls 

other  premises  for  meat  ins^xotion 
Butchers 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Grocers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

Confectioners 

Bakehouses 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 
Ice  cream  Premises 
Restaurants 

Food  Preparing  Premises 
connection  with  Sampling 
Milk  Bc.cteriological 
Milk  Tubercle  Bacilli 


Work  Done 


Complaints  investigated 
Rat  complaints  investigated 
Choked  drains  and  sewers  cleared 
'Drains 

Drains  or  Sewers  reqeaired 
Inspection  chambers  provided 
Defective  'water  closets  repaired 
Defective  roofs  repaired 
Defective  windows  repaired 

Defective  eavesgutters  a,nd  downpipes  repaired 
Defective  walls  repaired 
Defective  plasterings  repaired 
Defective  firegrates  and  iv.nges  repaired 
Defective  coppers  repaired 
Defective  doors  repaired 
Defective  chimneys  repaired 
Defective  flush  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  ceilings  repaired 
Defective  staircases  repaired 
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147 

520 

5 

5 


111 

123 

8 

14 

25 


20 

35 


26 

11 

2I 


146 

10 

2 

21 

9 

20 

29 

4b 

14 

21 


60 


41 

14 


150 

80 

36 

5 


39 

13 

19 

4 

25 

12 


It 


7 

7 

30 

1 


y 


Defv.ctivo  soulluriy-  waste  pipes  repaired 
Do  fee  Live  floors  ropjairud 
Dampness  romodied 
Ceilings  whitened 
?-ooms  distempered  or  papered 
Foul  accumulations  removed 
Overcrowding  abated 
Verminous  premises  cleansed 
Premises  disinfected  from  rats  or  mic*. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Goiitlemon  ‘ 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


3 

13 

4 
10 

8 

7 

21 


H • K . Lit  i-h  j 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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